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Did the computer destroy your name, 
mangle your address, cut your subscription 
in half, or extend it to the 2lst century? 
Or did we - and the Osborne - actually do 
everything right? This hasn't been an easy 
project, converting our bulky, cumbersome 
mailing list to floppy disks. But, even- 
tually the mailing process should be 
easier. Rich Elliott in Herndon designed 
the program for us and was always there 
with advice and help. We are very grate- 
ful to him plus Mike Rohrer, Steve Nahl, 
and Dave Kiser who answered frequent cries 
of "Help!" from this neophyte computer 
operator. Let us know if we messed up 
your name or address somewhere. 

The wonders of this modern age. I'm 
learning to typeset through a computer 
and I hope your Summer issue will reflect 
my new skill. More about that (in my 
typeset letter) in the Summer issue. 

Seth and I are going to phase out 
full operations in the Winchester office 
this Spring/Summer. Hillsboro is 35 miles 
from Winchester and the drive is getting 
to me. In addition, I am anxious to 


ERRORS, ERRORS AND MORE ERRORS... 


The Winter 1983 DPN looked so fine 
when it left our hands to go to the 
printer. Gremlins obviously did their 
work before the issue returned to us. 
Now that all responsibility is correctly 
placed, please note: 

Page 4 - It's Esther Kreek, not Al 
Kreek who plays all that beautiful music. 
Her husband, Al, is supportive of her 
work and, more than once, supportive of 
the heavy instruments she plays. 

Page 14 - Although it would be 
wonderful to have Cathy Barton and Dave 
Para so close to us in Columbia, MD, the 
review should have read Columbia, MO. 
Actually, a better address for Cathy and 
Dave is 513 High St., Boonville, MO 65233. 

Page 27 - A very reasonable $1 for 
initials on the pick pouch made by 
Deborah Baird became $4 as swiftly as an 
errant finger can strike a typewriter 
key. 


sample Spring in Loudoun County while 
working on the DPN - and our backyard. 
The village of Hillsboro is so old and 
quaint. The outside world is there, of 
course, but there's still a difference. 
For example, in the Mayoral election last 
Fall, each of the two candidates received 
17 votes. The outcome was decided when 
the winner's name was drawn from a punch 
bowl. Hillsboro's post office is a tiny 
red frame building with a wood stove, 
brass boxes - and Charlotte, the postal 
director. It makes my day to walk down 
to the post office, read notices - not 
about wanted criminals, but lost cats and 
bake sales, chat with Charlotte and then 
continue my walk to the Hill-Top Market 
for the WASHINGTON POST. If your 
correspondence begins to filter into the 
little red post office, I'll have more 
excuses to wander down and chat with 
Charlotte. The address is Box 63, 
Hillsboro, VA 22132. 

Joan Nauer will be organizing and 
managing the Winchester office. She is 
a good friend and I feel good that she 
will be in charge of the many things which 
seem to elude me, 

I'm longing to putter in the backyard, 
to wander in the woods and watch the com- 
ing of Spring. Enjoy this Spring and let 
its rebirth influence your music. 


Shade Hachet, Editor 


NOTICE: If you're traveling to Cosby, TN 
for the Dulcimer Convention or to visit 

and you drive a van (with extra room) and 
your itinerary takes you through Winchester, 
VA, PLEASE contact us. DPN. 


When you visit these fine stores, you'll 
find DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS: Folk Music 
Center, Jean's Dulcimer Shop, Andy's 
Front Hall, Ramblin’ Conrad's, Grassroots 
Music Shop, Capritaurus Music, Elderly 
Instruments, Here Inc., Herb David 
Guitar Studio, The Folkstore, Picker's 
Friend, Hogeye Music, Homestead Picking 
Parlor, Sandy's Music, Buck Instrument 
Products, House of Music Traditions. 


PLEASE NOTE: Since I'm working at 
home now, (703) 667-2017 is no 
longer a working number. 


Dear DPN 


Dear Editor, 

I need help discovering and develop- 
ing the network of dulcimer workshop 
leaders, Lap dulcimers open a gateway 
to music for many folk young and old 
who've never played an instrument. In 
minutes, novice players can make accep- 
table, even pleasing sounds. Fortunately, 
dulcimers are also easy to build, In- 
expensive kits can be assembled by adults 
in 2-3 hour workshops and by groups of 
fifth graders in 6-8 one-hour sessions, 
or in one all-day marathon. 

Somewhere are dulcimer players, 
teachers, builders - potential leaders 
of build-and-play workshops for rank 
beginners - workshops in schools, 
libraries, churches, community centers, 
prisons, etc. as well as workshops for 
teachers, camp counselors, music and 
play therapists, who will in turn teach 
others to play. I've led build and play 
workshops for folk song society retreats, 
dulcimer clubs, teacher in-service train- 
ing, scouts, and many classrooms, as 
well as come-one, come-all workshops 
advertised in the weekend section (great 
parent-child activity). 

Typically these workshops net me 
between $80 and $150 for my time and 
often a chance to sell varied books and 
records. Certainly there are ample 
opportunities to volunteer! (No 
musically-inclined human over 8 years 
old should be bed-ridden without a 
dulcimer to speed recovery.) 

If you'd consider leading a work- 
shop or beginners’ dulcimer class in 
your area - for teachers, counselors, 
therapists - or for beginners of any age 
or station - please get in touch! 


David Cross 
509 South 44th 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


As a DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS subscriber, 
you know the value of this publication. 

You may “meet” other players or 
builders through its pages. 

You learn about places and times when 
you can meet in person and hear other 
players and builders. 

New/old music appears on its pages 
But a lot of potentially interested people 
haven't yet heard of DPN, 

So, I have a suggestion: write to 
DPN and ask for a stock of flyers. 

If you are a builder, place the flyers 
on the front table of your booth at arts 
and crafts fairs. Give one to every person 
who buys an instrument - better yet price 
your instruments so that you can give a 
complimentory first subscription with the 
instrument. 

Encourage people who have already 
bought a dulcimer elsewhere to subscribe 
(a dulcimer booth at art fairs draws other 
dulcimer players and owners). 

Established dulcimer shops should 
have flyers available in a prominent spot 
in the showroom. 

If you teach a class in dulcimer 
building, include the cost of a subscription 
as a part of the tuition fee. 

If you are a performer you could make 
flyers available after a performance. 

All dulcimer people will benefit from 
a wider knowledge of and about the instru- 
ment and its people. 


Everett Traylor 
Bettendorf, IA 


Dear Editor, 


I was dismayed that some of my 
comments in our Fall DPN interview were 
misunderstood. (Letter to the Editor, 
Winter '83 DPN.) TI agree with 
Ms. Wasburn that there is no right and 
only style, and that this view is 
essential for the evolution and creati- 
vity of the dulcimer. That was precisely 
the point I was trying to make, that 
speed is not the only criteria for being 
a good player, I was in no way meaning 
to slight those players who enjoy play- 
ing fast (as I also love doing), but 
that speed alone does not constitute 
better musicianship. As performers who 
have developed our own style, we support 
all musicians in the development of their 
own musical expression. 


Thank you, 
Ruth Barrett 
L.A.. Calif. 


Dear Editor, 


I have recently assembled a collec~ 
tion of about 40 folk musical instruments 
made in northern NY and have a catalog 
of the exhibit in which I have listed 
all known folk music instrument makers 
in this area. The exhibit, together 
with a dulcimer maker artist-in-residence, 
Rod Driscoll, at our Plattsburgh Public 
Library, and the appearance of the 
Dalglish - Larsen String Band this past 
Summer, was made possible by a grant 
from the New York State Council on the 
Arts. They now even have a Folk Arts 
Coordinator, Bob Barron. They are doing 
an excellent job of supporting folk 
music activities. 

I am continually interested in 
locating any folk musical instruments 
made in northern New York. 

If any readers wish a copy of the 
exhibit catalog "Folk Musical Instru- 
ments Made in The North Country", they 
are available as long as the supply lasts 
for 37¢ postage sent to me at the 
Library System. 


Stanley A. Ransom, Director 

Clinton-Essex-Franklin 
Library System 

P.O, Box 570 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 


I'd be pleased to send a copy of 
my pamphlet on chordal accompaniment on 
the mountain dulcimer to any DPN reader 
who sends me a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope plus a loose 20¢ stamp to cover 
duplicating costs. 


Jerry Dallal 
60 Russell St. 
Malden, MA 


02148 


‘Or MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
by TOM BAEHR 


NEW TUNES/OID FRIENDS. .$4,9' 
19 Songs and Dances, including 
old Joe Clark," "Soldiers 
joy," "Wildwood Flower" 


A PLEASANT ADDICTION...$5.95 
8 Dances and Songs, including 
Haste to the Wedding," "Over 
he Waterfall," "New Century” 


SPECIAL--BOTH BOOKS,..$10,00 


ppd. from HOGFIDDLE PRESS, 
RFD 3, Chester, vr 05143 


DENNIS DOROGI 


DULCIUERS 


Ellicott Road - Brocton, N.Y. 14716 
Phone(716)792-9012 
Plucked & Hammered Dulcimers 


NEW DULCIMER ORGANIZATIONS 


Great Plains Dulcimer Alliance, Info. 
Pam Batson, 115 S, Green, Wichita, KS 
67211 


Durango Dulcimer Society, Durango, CO. 
Anyone who plays the fretted dulcimer 

is welcome, rank beginners on up! Info: 
Ann Chambers, 18101 N. U.S. Highway 666, 
Cortez, CO 81321 


Great Plains Dulcimer Alliance, Wichita, 
KS. Contact: Lois Liggett, Box 14, 
Belle Plaine, KS 67013 (316) 488-2664, 
Meets 2nd Saturday of each month. 
Mountain and hammered dulcimers and other 
folk instruments. 


We're trying to get a dulcimer club 
started in the Sandusky, OH area. Any- 
one interested can call Jan Goodsite, 
(419) 625-5455 or Chris Weyer (419) 
433-3435. 


Tri-State Folk Music Society (for NE 
Indiana, NW Ohio, SE Michigan) usually 
meets lst Sunday of month at Unitarian 
Meetinghouse, 2-5 pm. Contact: Deborah 
Baird, 619 Greenlawn Ave., Ft. Wayne, 
IN 46808. Over half our members (50) 
are dulcimer players! 


The list of dulcimer organizations is 
growing. When we decide exactly how, 
the list will be available to DPN sub- 
scribers either in each issue or by 
mail. 


Last Minute Notice: 

THE GUILD OF AMERICAN LUTHIERS 1983 Eastern 
Midwest Regional Conference will be held 
May 20-22 at Giant City Lodge, Makanda, IL. 
Info: Jeff Feltman, Rt. 1, Box 47, Pomona, 
IL 62975 (618) 687-2159 


FOR THE DO-iT-YOURSELF 
HAMMER DULCIMIST A} 


"How TO PLAY HD, by F MASON 
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WHANADIDDLE + HocFiDDLE” 
vate. BY Pri mason “CASE ME 
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People are playing some very sophisti- 
cated music on the mountain dulcimer these 
days. Many new players find the transition 
from melody lines, fretted on only one 
string, to harmonies and chords, fretted 
on several strings, an awkward one. I 
think it helps to be consistent in your 
fingering. Use the same finger to fret 
the same string as much as possible. My 
own fingering approach has evolved through 
many years of playing and serves me equally 
well when playing mountain tunes or jazz. 

I will present The Flower Carol in 
three stages to help you understand and 
experiment with the fingerings I use. You 
may try them out and decide they are not 
right for you. If this happens, please go 
ahead and develop your own. There are 
many ways to play the dulcimer beautifully. 

I think you will recognize the tune 
for The Flower Carol as Good King Wenceslas. 
It may surprise you, however, to learn that 
this was originally a Spring carol. I 
first found it in Jean Ritchie's early book, 
Folksongs of the Southern Appalachians 
(Oak Publications). Jean credits The 
Oxford Book of Carols, whose editors found 
the song in an obscure Swedish manuscript. 
The 'good king’ wasn't introduced to the 
world until 1853, when the Reverand J. M. 
Neale wrote the verses and joined them to 
the older tune. 

Great melodies are often recycled. 

The music of the Christian church is filled 
with examples of secular, even pagan songs, 
that were modified for acceptance within 
the sanctuary. American revivalists 
learned that people would join in and sing 
a new hymn at camp meetings if they already 
knew the tune. Two centuries earlier 
Elizabethan composers were using folk 
themes for many of their masses. 

About tuning and tablature: I have 
chosen an Ionian tuning familiar to many 
dulcimer players. You can apply what you 
learn here to other songs you know in this 
tuning. The melody is written in the key 
of G and the pitch for each string is given 
at the start of the tab. If you prefer to 


play in a key other than G (perhaps you 
have strings that will not tune up to the 
given pitches, or you like to sing in a 
different key) follow the rule for tuning 
but pitch your third string to whatever 
key-note you like. 


The Flower Carol 


by LORRAINE LEE 
Natick; MA 


In the tablature the three horizontal 
lines represent strings. The vertical 
lines define measures. There are four 
beats in each measure. Each number re- 
presents a fret to be played. Individual 
numbers have a time value of one beat 
(quarter note), and connected numbers each 
have a time value of half a beat (eighth 
notes) . 


STEP 1, BEGINNING: Before you head 
for the tricky fingerings learn to play 
the melody clearly. Many fine players 
lead with their thumb, but I have always 
favored my index finger to fret the first 
string (the one nearest the player). I 
press firmly with the tip of my index 
finger just to the left of each indicated 
fret, and slide from fret to fret for a 
smooth, connected, melody that imitates 
the sound of the noting stick. Long 
fingernails must go for this technique 
to work, 

Here's the opening phrase of the carol 
written out in drone style. Brush across 
all the strings with a pick in your right 
hand. As you fret the melody on the first 
string, the unchanging sound of the 
second and third strings will provide a 
drone. Notice that they are indicated 
with Os in the tab. 


CJ 


Now play the whole song through in drone 
style by fretting only the first string 

as indicated in the tab. Ignore the fret 
numbers on strings two and three and just 
sound them unfretted for as you master 
playing the tune. 

STEP 2, INTERMEDIATE: The next step 
is to add a harmony pattern that supports 
the melody. This one enhances many 
Ionian tuning songs. It adds a harmony 
note that is a sixth lower than the melody. 
Try playing this exercise with your index 
finger fretting the first string as before, 
and your middle finger fretting the third 
string. Slide both fingers from fret to 
fret to maintain the slurred noting stick 

6 sound: 


uw Ww uw 


rather jarring and 


I find the sound of 6 
o 


I prefer 7. 7 
oO 


7 
I have made that substitution in the tab. 
Now try playing The Flower Carol again, 
this time fretting both the first and 
third strings, but leaving the second 
string unfretted. 

STEP 3, THE WORKS: If you are feeling 
confident about your progress thus far, it 
is time to try the complete arrangement. 
I've intentionally made it chord rich, 
both for the practice and to fit the voic- 
ing of Good King Wenceslas as it is 
usually played in church, 

If you have followed my fingering 
system it will be clear to you that you 
must fret the middle string with either 
your ring or your pinkie finger now. Per- 


Tenth Annual 
Southern 
Appalachian 
Dulcimer 
Festival 


Sponseree by 
Southern Appalachaen 
Dutcimer Association 


May 1,19133 
1.00 t 6:00pm. 


campus f Indian Springs 
School, lecated south of 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
on Cahaba “Valley Road (@unty read 27) 
between 1.5. highways 3Land 290 
close b& Oak untabs State Park. 


Features: Duleimer playing and singing 
under the trees, scheduled” performances 
inside, Luletmer makers: sales booths, bree 
dulermer imstruction, duleimer records 
and instruction booklets fer sale and on 
Lesplay; and pucnicing en tne grounds 


For further information contact : 
Charles Ellis, Box #73, Helena, Ab 
Ph: Gos) 938-0478 pas 


haps you are working out your own finger- 
ing as you go along. In that case it's up 
to you, My goal is to play the chordal 
arrangement as smoothly as I play the 
simple first string/drone arrangement. I 
often play a piece through in drone style 
first, then add harmony and finally, when 
I am feeling more confident, I play the 
chords. Take the final arrangement slowly 
enough so that you can change from position 
to position smoothly. And remember that 
this song has a great advantage - it is 
right in season twice a year, so if you 
don’t get it down in time for May Day, 

you will likely have it together by 
Christmas! 


The Flower Carol is also the name of the 
Boston area Dulcimer Festival that will be 
held on April 30-May 1 this year. It will be 
our second festival. We're ready to welcome 
in the Spring with Holly Tannen from Cali- 
fornia and Margaret MacArthur from Vermont 
heading up the mountain dulcimer line-up and 
Bill Spence from Fennig's All-Star's in New 
York as our featured hammered dulcimer player. 
I'll be there running workshops along with 
Leo Kretzner, Lucy Sollogub, Bob Wey, Doug 
Ecker and an impressive group of other fine 
Players. Check the festival listing in this 
issue for more information and join us if 
you can. 


OZARK DULCIMERS 
Mountain and Hammered 


Each an original. Designed 
and built with the greatest 
of care for tone and appea- 
rance. Domestic and imported 
exotic woods. Not mass pro- 
duced. 


Mt. Dulcimer from $125 
Hammered from $400 

Write or call for inventory 
availability. Will build 
to your specifications. 


Limited Production L.O. STAPLETON 
201 Midland 


(501) 756-3330 Springdale, AR 72764 


The Flower Carol 
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Herb and plant that, Winter long, slumbered at their leisure, 

Now bestirring, green and strong, find in growth their pleasure. Traditional, Arrangement 
All the world with beauty fills, gold and green enhancing, and Tablature: © 1983 
Flowers make glee among the hills and set the meadows dancing. Lorraine A. Lee 


Earth puts on her dress of glee, flowers and grasses hide her. 
We go forth in charity, brothers all beside her. 

For, as man this glory sees in the awakening season, 

Reason learns the hear's decrees and hearts are led by reason. 


Praise the Maker, all ye saints. He with glory girt you; 
He who skies and meadows paints fashioned all your virtue; 
Praise Him, seers, heroes, kings, heralds of perfection, 
Brothers, praise Him, for He brings all to resurrection. 


SUNHEARTH FOLK INSTRUMENTS 
Box 74, RD #1 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 16673 


AN OPEN LETTER TO DULCIMER MUSICIANS 
After ten years of establishing the ‘‘Sunhearth Sound”’ (with nearly one thousand instruments 


made and sold), we’re proud to introduce our new Dulcimer with a Tranducer Pickup. 


Our traditional dulcimer has long been known for its brilliant sound. Capable of cutting 
through a roomful of acoustic musicians. But often drowned out in on-stage performances. 


Now we’ve added one of Larry Fishman’s tranducers. No pre-amp is required, and a mini-plug 
in the tail block is the only visible indication. The pickup produces a flat response, which, in 
effect, does not change the Sunhearth Dulcimer ‘‘sound.”” 

But it greatly increases your options. 


Now the Appalachian Dulcimer can take its place in on-stage performance — with the same 
traditional sound that has led to the instrument’s growing popularity. 


The Dulcimer is making the transition to other styles of music (jazz, classical, and bluegrass), 
and musicians have long been looking for a wider range of performing possibilities. More 
versatility. 


That’s exactly what Lorraine Lee wanted when she called us three years ago, but knowing we 
were traditionalists too, she hesitated to come right out and ask us to ‘‘wire’’ a dulcimer. 


She didn’t understand we’d been grappling with that problem for several years, Subsequently, 
Lorraine met Larry Fishman, who was already producing widely-acclaimed tranducers. We 
joined forces, and now we think we’ve produced a truely remarkable instrument. 

Sunhearth’s exclusive Tranducer Pickup Dulcimer. 


Why exclusive? Because our dulcimer so impressed Larry Fishman, he’s granted us exclusive 
use of his tranducers. 


And he’s not the only admirer of our new Sunhearth Dulcimer. We've received enthusiastic 
response from studio technicians as well as other musicians. 


At Sunhearth we know musicians will want to see, feel, and hear the Tranducer Pickup 
Dulcimer. That's the final test. 


Call us, or write. We'll lay one in your lap. 
And the larks they sang melodious. 
Thank-you Lorraine Lee. 


W. P. MARTIN 
M. P. MARTIN 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS' 
KIT $195.00 FIN. $395.00 
DULCIMERS * BANJOS. 

FOLK HARPS * KALIMBAS 
MANDOLINS * PSALTERIES 


Fine hand-crafted musical fastruments 
‘available in both kit and finished form, 


Available trom discriminating dealers 
or from us 


$79.95 


Polkcraft fnstruments 


PO. Box 807, Worsted, CT 06098 
(203) 379 7683 


Yargason 


© Aaeiwer Sampler 


A Beautiful New Album of 


Mountain Dulcimer Music 
(3 hammer dulcimer cuts) 
by Joemy Wilson. Also 


Sylvia Woods, 1980 All- 
Ireland Harp Champion, 
Ruth Barrett of Aeolus, 
plus four other terrific 
musicians, playing 


CHORDS AND EMBELLISHMENTS ON THE HAMMERED DULCIMER 


by PHILLIP MASON 
Williamsburg, KY 


The beginning dulcimist might at first think that 
having only two hammers to work with poses some limita- 
tions in the ability to embellish a melody, play chords 
and so forth. However, the dulcimer lends itself so 
well to a wide variety of playing techniques that it often 
requires some strict discipline for the practiced player 
to keep from adding too much into his or her playing. 

As you gain a command of some of the playing techniques 
that follow, you'll find it is relatively easy to over- 
load the dulcimer with a jumble of notes which can 

quickly blur the menaing and emotion of a song or tune. 

By design, the dulcimer has the ability to sustain 
sound for quite some time, giving the effect that more 
notes are being played than really are. The previous 
few notes played are always mingling with the new notes 
as they come along, and it's part of the dulcimer's 
charm that it provides its own background harmony of sorts 
through this effect. Before you add anything extra to 
your playing you've already got a lot going for you. 

Following are some playing techniques that are 
well suited to the dulcimer, ones you can handle with two 
hammers. You may use these techniques anytime a written 
piece of music calls for them or just whenever you feel 
a certain technique will add interest or variety to a 
particular tune. I'll briefly describe each one and give 
an example of how it would appear in written music, as 
well as how the musical notation translates into actual 
playing. 

The first technique is that of playing tremolos. 

A tremolo is a rapid repetition of a single note, using 
alternating hammer strokes. It is most often used to 
sustain a note for a prolonged duration of time. This 
technique is a natural for the dulcimer and you'll pro- 
bably find it your most used and most effective playing 
embellishment. 

You can also produce short, crisp tremolos (flicks) 
with a single hammer stroke. This is accomplished by 
letting the hammer bounce back and forth close to the 
strings while controlling it with your wrist and forearm, 
much as you would drum a pencil on a desk top, if you are 
familiar with that little pastime. 


A "trill" (sometimes called a shake) is the rapid 
alternation of two tones a tone apart and is executed 
just like the tremolo to which it is closely related. 
A trill is played for the duration of the notes you are 
trilling and should end on the written note. 


10 


The "turn" is a musical embellishment consisting 
of a rapid four note passage played with the 2nd and 4th 
tones being the note you are embellishing, while the Ist 
and 3rd tones are the scale notes immediately above and 
below the primary note. A turn is used to give a quick 
twist to a note for the purpose of melodic ornamentation 
and sometimes as a musical link to the next principal 
m .ody note to be played. 


Turns may also be played in an inverted manner by 
starting on the note below the written note instead of 
above it. In this case, your playing order would again 
be the main note as the 2nd and 4th in the series while 
the note below and the note above it are the lst and 3rd 
in the series, 

A technique similar to the turn, a "mordent", is a 
rapid three note embellishment consisting of the written 
note, the note just above it, and then the principal 
note again. A mordent may also be inverted by using the 
note below the principal tone instead of the higher one. 
WRITTEN 


The "triplet" is another musical ornamentation 
accomplished by the rapid playing of three notes which 
fit into the musical time value ordinarily taken up 
by only one beat within a measure. When written into 
musical scores, triplets are grouped together by a tie 
line and the written numeral 3. Triplets may sometimes 
have other time values and other numbers of notes can 
also be grouped in the same way as triplets, but you're 
not likely to run into them too often. 


A "grace note" is a simple, but very effective, 
form of embellishment which you will often see written 
in musical arrangements. A grace note has no time value 
and is sounded quickly, just before playing the full time 
value of the note it is tied to. When you see grace 
notes written into musical compositions, they are most 
often just for the purpose of decorating the music, but 
is not essential to the melody itself. 


waitten PLAYED 


€ 
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Individually Hand-crafted 
Custom- designed Appalachian 


DULCIMERS 


#135°° TEARDROP 

#155°* HOURGLASS 
Walnut, Cherry, Maple 
Spruce or Cedar Top Optional 
ALLHAVE LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


ALSO: 
LIMBERJACKS 


SEND 50¢ OR THREE 
FIRST GLASS STAMPS FOR 
CATALOG 


KEN HAMBLIN 


P.O. Box 894 
Salem, Va. 24153 


PHONE (703) 986-1044 


Reflections 
on the 
Carter Family 


RON PENIX, CATHY BARTON-PARA, DAVE 
PARA AND JAY ROUND 


Ten of our favorite Carter Family vocal tunes plus 
four instrumentals using Carter-style Guitar and 
Autoharp, Clawhammer Banjo, Hammered 
Dulcimer, Flat-picked Guitar, and Bass. 


Hammered Dulcimer Reunion 
Traditional American fiddle tunes and waltzes 
featuring Hammered Dulcimer backed up by Claw- 


hammered Banjo, Autoharp, Lead Guitar, Moun- 
tain Dulcimer, Bass and other instruments. 


REFLECTIONS OF THE CARTER FAMILY 
‘T2P-002 $7.50 


HAMMERED DULCIMER REUNION 
T2P-001 $6.50 


Prices Include Shipping. Maryland Residents please 
add 5% sales tax 


Available from: 
RON PENIX 
143 N. Lakewood Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21224 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 


Appalachian Dulcimers: 
by Keith K. Young 
for the ia 


of en ach 


quick e 


oLifetime nt! 


oFrecisely 
Fpeci-sely ame e 

Tipe Besconed 
hardwoods 


q eAccurate fret 
sa pattern 


(3815 Kendale Rd. Annandale Va. 


Ss 
Ss 
Q 
na 


engelmann spruce 


Available for tops 
for stringed musical instruments 


Price list and free sample 
‘on request 


129 kearney avenue 
santa fe, new mexico 87504 
(505) 983-1622 
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Strictly speaking, a chord is a combination of three 
or more musical tones sounded together. You might wonder 
how it's possible to play three notes at once with only 
two hammers. You can't, but don't let this make you 
think you can't 'chord' a dulcimer. Here are some basics. 

The dulcimer is a natural for the arpeggio chord 
playing technique. An arpeggio is simply the playing of 
the notes of a chord in rapid succession instead of 
sounding the notes simultaneously. The playing progres- 
sion usually begins with the root tone of the chord (the 
D in a D chord, for example), but you can play chords in 
any combination or inversion you like. Because of the 
inherent sound-holding qualities of the dulcimer, all 
the notes of an arpeggio are still lingering after you 
have completed playing them and the fulll flavor of the 
chord is clearly heard. You'll find arpeggios especially 
well suited to those sections in slower tunes where the 
music has long pauses. 


PLayeD 


———— 


are —— 


The musically noted chord examples also show some 
other ways in which you can play chords to back up 
another instrument or perhaps your singing voice. When 
filling in melodies with chords you may not always be 
able to play all the notes of a full chord, but you can 
often get in enough of a lick to make up a two note 
interval which will produce the harmonizing effect you 
are looking for. Generally, if you can only play one 
note of a chord, go for the root tone. If you can hit 
two, try for the root tone and one of the other two 
available notes. 


Two NOTE ‘CHORD’ EXAMPLES 
CHORD PATTERNS TO GET YOU STARTED 


Ate 
Sa = 
= Se Sy Sess Se Ez Eas| 


STRIKE DOUBLE NOTES sine tancousty > 


BAROQUE FANFARE 


by JEAN JOSEPH MOURET 
arr SARAH L. JOHNSON 
Cincinnati, OH 


2 q 
——=— = i 
SO es —— 


3 


“Baroque Fanfare" has become popular recently as the music introducing 
television's MASTERPIECE THEATER, and so it has also jokingly been referred 
to as "Planxty Alistaire Cooke". 


C.C. al Fine at the end of the music means to return to the beginning 


of the tune and play until you get to the double bar, where it says "Fine", 
meaning "finish". 


I have also used Sam Rizzetta's tablature system, for those who are 
familiar with it. The numbers under the music refer to the intervals in the 
music. Since the tune is in the key of D, a "D" = 1, E = 2, Fé = 3, etc.. 


A line over the number means the octave above, and a line below means the 
octave below. 


ELK NECK DULCIMERS "ulemers. has 
MOUNTAIN « HAMMERED DULCIMERS pay yar 


records, books 
R.O.Box 358 North East, Md. 21901 FN 


fas. CATALOG 


BILL KEAY, Luthier 25 No. 4th St.70PN, Mpls., MN 55401 


1 con soe the world” 
ond Senace Since 1968 


(301) 287-9304 


PROFILE: GREAT BLACK SWAMP DULCIMER FESTIVAL 


Michael Wildermuth had an idea. "Why don't we plan an activity for folk musicians 
that can happen first thing in the Spring and help shake off the Winter doldrums?" 
Since Michael and his wife, Sharon, were active performers on the lap dulcimer, it 
seemed natural to suggest that the festival be centered around that instrument and 
its distant cousin, the hammered dulcimer. Michael recruited Susan Porter, a member 
of the music department at the Ohio State University in Lima, as an assistant, and 
they set to work organizing the first Great Black Swamp Dulcimer Festival. The 
festival was held on May 5, 1979, on the campus of the Ohio State University and Lima 
Technical College at Lima, Ohio. About 200 dulcimer enthusiasts met on Saturday 
afternoon for a series of workshops and stayed for an evening concert featuring such 
performers as Maddie MacNeil, Jay Round, and the Dulcimer Alliance. 

The festival was such a success that the following year it was moved to the last 
weekend in April and expanded to two days of workshops, concerts and open stage. 
People who had built dulcimers at the first festival or had been complete beginners 
returned for more advanced playing tips and a whole new groups of "converts" arrived 
to start as beginners. Some of the 1979 performers returned, along with bright new 
faces, some recruited from the previous year's open stage presentations. Attendance 
was up, and enthusiasm ran high. 

Each year the festival has continued to grow and improve, This year, 1983, will 
be the fifth year of the Great Black Swamp Dulcimer Festival. It has outgrown the 
Student Activities Building and now has some workshops in adjacent buildings. It has 
increased the number of its workshops (35-49 this year) and works hard to maintain 
high quality in those workshops by asking participants for a written evaluation. 
Workshops in diverse instruments such as tin whistle, bones, and autoharp are sometimes 
added. Activities now begin on Friday evening, with an open stage session, and some- 
times an impromptu dance. About fifteen builders of folk instruments line the cafe- 
teria to display their wares, along with several vendors of records, music, and other 
dulcimer-related paraphernalia. Fine performers come from many states to share in 
concert sessions. 


ae PAC KED WITH 


SPECIFICATIONS 
MEASUREMENT RANGE. 7 Ocraves (Cit = 34.6478H2Ceb = 4186 01H) 
5 Octaves (Cat 13,004 


CURANCY. ee 
SIONS. BIR pa S| 
Soeceran cates our “AA” Bentris, AG Adaptor, Earphone, INFOR M TION 
kgeyaros ghd Opa on Wnt Background A 
trol Ana36He- A45He 
ere ph cea cent es THE GUILD OF AMERICAN LUTHIERS: 
Mare THE INFORMATION SHARING SYSTEM 
Sowers "Ber Harte FOR STRING INSTRUMENT MAKERS 
(aor 26 AND REPAIRERS OF ALL PERSUA- 
HAMMERED DULCIMER CASES ONS AND SKILL LEVELS. WRITE 
fo spice or srandes on longest al FOR FREE INFORMATION. 


GUILD OF AMERICAN LUTHIERS 


{8222 South Park Avenue / Tacoma, Washington 98408 


Fretted Ducimers, Backpack Duleimers, Kits, Psaterios, Lyre, 


Lap Harps. Kanteles, Whistles. Bodhrans, Books. Records, Tape: 


One of the attractions of the Great Black Swamp Dulcimer Festival has always been 
the friendliness of all those involved. All major activities take place indoors 
under one roof, and an April shower can't slow the pace. The college food service 
provides meals on Saturday and Sunday, and neighboring motels seem very tolerant 
of jam sessions. This year there will be an official campground for the brave souls 
who want to pitch a tent or those not-so-brave souls who drive campers. Each year, as 
old friendships are renewed and we meet new performers and listeners, the feeling of 
camaraderie has increased. 

Last year's festival attracted about 750 people, and ticket sales were tallied by 
computer to keep from exceeding the capacity of the 500-seat auditorium. On Sat- 
urday night the concert was SRO, but no one seemed to mind. The crowd listend with 
breathless attention to Maddie MacNeil's singing of Summertime", erupted with enthu- 
siasm for the technical excellence of Sam Rizzetta's hammered dulcimer playing, and 
clapped and stamped with the irresistible rhythms of the Ruffwater String Band, 

The festival this year will be held April 29-30 and May 1, 1983, Featured per- 
formers will be Jay Round, Fred Meyer, Jim McGaw, Lois Hornbostel, Maddie MacNeil, 
Sally Rogers, and groups called Ceili, Conkers, and the Ruffwater String Band. Many 
fine performers will also be demonstrating their skills in workshops for performers 
al all levels of proficiency, including many hour-long workshops and several day-long 
workshops. In one workshop, you'll even be able to build a cardboard dulcimer in the 
morning and learn several songs on it in the afternoon. At the end of the weekend 
you can pack up those new records and books you couldn't resist after hearing the 
performers or attending their workshops, and maybe even a new dulcimer you built 
yourself or purchased fro. one of the displays. You can drive home humming a new 
tune, enjoying the admiring glances at your new festival tee shirt, and vowing to 
return every year for April in the Great Black Swamp. Information about the festival 
can be obtained from Michael Wildermuth, 3160 Zurmehly Road, Lima, OH 45806 (419) 
999-6461 or Susan L. Porter, 4240 Campus Drive, Lima, OH 45804 (419)228-2641 x254. 


SUSAN PORTER 


THE DULCIMER SHOPPE 


Handcrafted Musical Instruments By McSpadden 
RECORDS FOLK CRAFTS BOOKS 
Drawer E- Highway 9 North 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARKANSAS 72560 
Phone S01-269-8639 


* Eight standard models and four * Every instrument signed by the 
d to the 


special models to choose from: wacker tod Gave 
original owner for li 
* Chosen as prizes by first 
place winners at National 
.* Grover tuning pegs with rosewood Dulcimer Contest in 1978 
buttees: and 1979: 
* Scroll, fretboard, bock and sides 
of walnut; face of spruce or 
book—matched walnut: 


* Carrying case and instruction 
book included in price: 


* Wide selection of dulcimer books, 
records, and accessories 
available by mail: 


Send 25¢ (for postage) toreceive our own Dulcimer 
Shoppe Newspaper, 


Send $1.25 for our fully illustrated catalog. 


Free 
Dulcimer Cleaner 


--~-, Younced to clean your hammered 
\, dulcimer. We need names. So 
\\ send us a list of twenty obscure 
\ hammered dulcimer owners, 
layers or would-be players 
Place SP ad wetTseeci yon thissoft 
your \ 18" dulcimer cleaning 
dulcimer \\ stick to help you get 
\, acquainted with our 
'\ complete line of 
\. dulcimers and 

accessories 
*If you can't think of 20 players, send $3.00 
(incl. post.) and we'll send you a list of 
twenty players, along with your cleaner. 


Also 


Now available on Kicking Mule Records 


Timpan 
Denis Murphy 


on Hammered Dulcimer 


Send to: 


D ULCIJ\ERSEED 


$520 SOQUEL DRIVE. SOQUEL. CA 95073 


NEW MINI DULCIMER 
So you're fascinated with 
the sound of the hammer 
dulcimer & want to try it 
yourself. HERE'S YOUR 
CHANCE! This beautifully 
handcrafted Mini Hammer 
Dulcimer was designed with 
the beginner in mind. 


9 treble courses 
double strings 
8 bass courses 
double strings 
17" long, 11" wide 1s" deep 
Instruction book included 
Price: $99 plus $2.50 Ship. 


THE DULCIMER 


129 Cherterfield St. 
Aiken, SC 29801 


"Ss What’s New? 


WELL-KNOWN SONGS FOR 
DULCIMER - Alice Rodgers & 
David Rawls, 29 Wingate, 
Little Rock, AR 72205, 
Chordal arrangements in tab- 
lature for such tunes as 
Londonderry Air, Star Spangl- 
ed Banner, and Grandfather's 
Clock (40 tunes). 


TUNES OF THE BLUE RIDGE AND 
GREAT SMOKEY MOUNTAINS, 

Ralph Lee Smith, Crying Creek 
Publishers, P.O, Box 8, Cosby, 
TN 37722. This cassette tape 
and booklet combination fea~ 
tures the fretted dulcimer & 
harmonica. 


A SHOW OF HANDS, Jeff Doty, 
3773 Wychemere, Memphis, TN 
38128. This album features 
the fretted dulcimer on such 
tunes as Faded Love, Precious 
Memories and Believe Me If 
All These Endearing Young 
Charms. 


HOW TO PLAY THE HAMMERED 
DULCIMER, Phillip Mason, 

Rt. 2, Box 140, Williamsburg, 
KY 40769. Mini-folio and 60- 
minute cassette tape outlin~ 
ing tuning techniques, melody 
playing, chords and harmony 
on the hammered dulcimer. 


THUNDERHEAD MALCOLM DALGLISH, 
Grey Larson, Plying Fish 
Records, 1304 W. Schubert St., 
Chicago, IL 60614, Tradi- 
tional and original material 
featuring hammer dulcimer, 
guitar, wooden flute, anglo 
concertina, and other instru- 
ments. 


ELIZABETHAN MUSIC FOR 
DULCIMER, Randy Wilkinson, 
Kicking Mule Records, P.O. 
Box 158, Alderpoint, CA 95411. 
Vignette of lute and virginal 
compositions of Elizabethan 
England played on fretted 
dulcimer. 
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KENTUCKY MUSIC WEEKEND, Tree 
Frog Music, c/o Iroquois 
Amphitheatre Association, 

P.O. Box 37280, Louisville, 
KY 40233. Features various 
artists (such as Jean Ritchie, 
Margaret MacArthur and Trape- 
zoid) recorded in concert at 
Kentucky Music Weekend. 


VORTEX, Jim Burrill Gyroid 
Records, P.O. Box 1503, Palo 
Alto, CA 94302. Original 
songs, instrumentals and 
contemporary arrangements of 
traditional material. Pret- 
ted dulcimer plus other in- 
struments. 


THE QUIET TIMES, Kevin Roth, 
Folkways Records 43W 61st 
St., New York, NY 10023, 
Mostly original material 
(songs and instrumentals) by 
Kevin Roth. Fretted dulcimer 
and other instruments. 


ANOTHER COUNTRY, Trapezoid, 
Plying Fish Records, 1304 Ww. 
Schubert, Chicago, IL 60614. 
Traditional and original 
material - some hammer 
dulcimer. 


THE HOLLY AND THE IVY: 
CHRISTMAS MUSIC FOR HAMMER 
DULCIMER AND VOICE. 

Madeline MacNeil, Kicking 
Mule Records. Available: 
Roots & Branches Music, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, 22601. 
This album of traditional 
and lesser-known carols also 
features Sam Rizzetta, R.P. 
Hale, Seth Austen, Frances 
Averitt and a group of 
carolers. 


Kicking Mule Records has 
several dulcimer Spring re- 
leases featuring Peter 
Tommerup, Lois Hornbostel, 
Doug Berch, Denis Murphy. 
More about them in the 
Summer DPN. 


Dear Editor: 

While I was in Kentucky 
last September, I was able 
to take some photos of Josie 
Wiseman's wonderful dulcimer 
bag, affectionately called 
"Junio: Here's her des- 
cription about how she made 
him: 


I made him for a class 
at the University of Louis- 
ville. I wanted to make 
something more practical 
than the wall hangings every- 
one else made, and I was in- 
spired by a necklace with a 
grasshopper on it that I was 
wearing the day I started him. 
I machine stitched the 
sections of his body because 
of the heavy padding, but his 
muslin wings are hand quilted. 
As I made him late last Fall, 
I had no grasshoppers handy 
to copy wing patterns from, 
so I used the wing design 
from a dried cicade I did 
have. He does have the 
correct six legs, also red 
velvet eyes." 


Lois Hornbostel 
Monroe, NC 


DULCIMERS 
KITS 
MOUTHBOWS 


snee ia 


fy) 


ALPINE 
DULCIMERS 
un 


P.O. Box 807 
(Corner of High and Wheeler Streets) 


Mol Korabt consi. 
struments “ee 


a 


ALL our wood has been carefully dried & seasoned. 
Special care is taken to avoid warping. Alt tops, backs, 
and sides are sanded to exact tolerances & matched. 
The playing surfaces of our fingerboard blanks are also 
fine-sanded. We hope you find our supplies superior and our 
service fast and personal. 


DULCINER FINGER! 


DULCINER BACKS 
mensions 3/4) 


Biaensions 7™a32"41/8" for Ipc. 
Bra32"41/8" tor 2pc- 


112" 


6211, 32bu 
5.70 “Tis 3.05 
Cherry 2p¢.... 5:20 3170 2195 
Watnut 7260 2200 4265 
Watnut 2pc..sccc 0 7:00 1265 1.50 
Mahogany 16 2pc.. $270 $140 2:50 2.30 
Wdseye Maple 162p¢ 6165 6.30 80 5.50 
Rosewood Too 15.20 14.40 31753210 
Koa 2peee. 7210 6275 3275340 
Paduk 16 2pe.2. 710 


Cheerrssscscessee 


& fret slots pre-cut 
for 27" pattern (17 fret slots) 


OULCINER TOPS 
$2.00 PER FINGERBOAR 


vertical grain Sitka spruce or Western BULCINER KERFING 
Red Cedar. imensions 1/6"«1/6" (for 1 instr. 


Manogany.-..ee-4. 4.50 4.00 3.80 


Sitka Spruce 1& 2pe 6 
WR. Cedar 1b 2pe 6 


DULCINER TUNING PEGS 
Individual machines with mounting 
screws, horizontal mounting. 


Selected $+ 
Spruce 1 6 2 pesee 


1-48..51.00 9, 49-164..5.90 €@ 


DULCINER SIDES 45-8 UPL.S 80 ea. 
TENSION” pegs with 
SET OF & 


GROVER “PE 
pearloid button 


1-9 Sets... $15.50 10 8 u 


Rosewood... FRICTION PEGS 
Ko. 

+ $2.50 
f2i25 


Ebony 
Rosewoo: 
fF Tail Bloc 


jesions 242s DULCINER STRING (SET 


city LOOP or Bi 
cherry. 

watnut. 

12-35 sets. 
72 & Up. 


tn11 7s 


Rosewood... 36-71 sets...81.15 


Kou ar 
Maple 2pc...... 000 


Padub...... DULCINER STRING ANCHOR PINS 


Copper Plated 


1-48..,5.10 ea 49-146..8.08 


DULCINER PEG NEADS 165 & vp. 


nsions 2"43"a 2pes.> 
FRET wine 
2.90 2.30 18% 
3190 stRatcH' 
2210 “new way 
2250 
7125 
3195 
3195, 


Figuring Shipping Costs 


#* orders up to $100.00 = MINIMUM SHIPPING CHARGE $5.00 


** orders $101.00 & up 5% of TOTAL ORDER 
example: $101.00 K 5% = $5.05 (total shipping) 


PLEASE ALLOW US TO QUOTE FOR SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS & SERVICES 


FOR FULL PRICE LIST SEND L.S.A.S.E. 
HAMMERED DULCIMER WOODS ALSO AVAILABLE 


April 22-24 
MI. VIEW, AR 


April 23-24 
MANHATTAN, KS 


April 24 
LOUISVILLE, KY 


Apr. 29-30, May 1 
LIMA, OH 


Apr. 30, May i 
BOSTON, MA 


May 1 
BIRMINGHAM, AL 


May 4-5 
PINEVILLE, KY 


May 7 
NELSONVILLE, OH 


May 6-8 
GLEN ROSE, TX 


May 13-15 
NEWPORT, RI 


May 21-22 
WAYNESVILLE, OH 


vents Calendar 


The festival calendar has grown and grown. This year 
we've included more information about festivals which 
have been recommended to us even thought they are 
general in focus. Should you attend one of them, you'll 
probably find at least a few folks who play dulcimers 
and possibly a workshop or two. If you know of nice 
festivals in your part of the country (or in your 
country!) which are generally lees known, please let 

us know. The Summer DPN will have updates for fes- 
tivals occuring in late Summer and Fall. 


Sixth SOUTHERN REGIONAL DULCIMER CONVENTION held at the Ozark Folk 
Center, Mt. and Ham. dulcimer contests, workshops and concerts. Info: 
Ozark Folk Center, Mt. View, AR 72560 (501)269-3851. 


Fifth Annual KANSAS FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL highlighting the music and crafts 
of the people of Kansas. Info: Folklife Festival, Kansas Sate Un., 
1623 Anderson Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502. 


Second SPRING FESTIVAL sponsored by the Louisville Dulcimer Society. 
Workshops and concerts (mt. and ham. dulcimers) plus a dance. Info: 
LDS, Eleanor Greenlief, Route 4, Box 261A, Lawrenceburg, KY 40342. 


GREAT BLACK SWAMP DULCIMER FESTIVAL held indoors at Ohio State Un., 
Lima Campus. Concerts, workshops of all kinds, open stage, jamming, 
dealers. Info: Michael Wildermuth, 3160 Zurmehly Rd., Lima, OH 
45806 (419)999-6461 or Susan L. Porter, 4240 Campus Dr., Lima, OH 
45804 (419)228-2641 ext, 254. 


2nd Annual FLOWER CAROL Dulcimer Festival at the Palfrey Street School, 
Watertown, MA. Workshops (mt. and ham. dulcimers), concert, food, 
flowers, jamming, etc. Info: The Flower Carol, 10 Agassiz Ave., 
Belmont, MA 02178. 


Tenth Annual SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN DULCIMER FESTIVAL is a gathering 
of dulcimer makers and players featuring jamming, sales booths and 
a concert. Info: Charles Ellis, Route 1, Box 473, Helena, AL 35080 
(205) 988-0478. 


LAUREL COVE MUSIC FESTIVAL features mt. and ham. dulcimers as well 
as string bands and bluegrass groups. Info: Pine Mountain State Park, 
Pineville, KY (606)337-3066. 


Second Annual OHIO STATE DULCIMER CHAMPIONSHIPS will be held at the 
Hocking Valley Motor Lodge (mt. and ham. dulcimers). Info: James 
McGaw, Placement Officer, Hocking Tech. College, Nelsonville, OH 
45764 (614)753-3591. 


2nd Annual LONE STAR STATE DULCIMER CHAMPIONSHIPS features contests 
for mountain and hammered dulcimer players plus an arts and crafts 
fair and an evening concert. Info: Dana Hamilton, 904 Houston, 
Arlington, TX 76012 (817)275-3872. 


CHANNING "DULCIMER-PLUS" FESTIVAL features mt. and ham. dulcimers 

plus autoharp, banjo and folk piano. Workshops and Concert. Info: 
(401) 846-5603. 

SPRING AT THE VILLAGE features old-timey crafts, foods, square dancing, 


and music at Caesar's Creek Pioneer Village. Info: Ed Simpkins, 
P.0. Box 591, Middletown, OH 45042. 


May 21-22 9th Annual DULCIMER DAYS FESTIVAL will be held in historic Roscoe 

COSHOCTON, OH Village and features musical competition, open stage and exhbits. 
Info: Roscoe Village Foundation, 381 Hill St., Coshocton, OH 43812 
(614) 622-9315. 


May 27-30 WESTERN PA. BLUEGRASS AND MOUNTAIN MUSIC FESTIVAL features perfor- 

ZELIENOPLE, PA mances by dulcimer bands as well as old-time string bands and blue- 
grass bands. Also workshops and children's activities. Info: Beaver 
Valley Bluegrass, 3800 Dutch Ridge Road, Beaver, PA 15009 (412)728-0805. 


May 29-June 4 KENTUCKY SUMMER DANCE SCHOOL features music, folklife and history in 
MIDWAY, KY addition to instruction in clogging, morris dancing, contras and other 
traditional dances. Info: T. Auxier, 1445 B., Louisville Rd., Frank- 


fort, KY 40601 (502)223-1709. 


June 4-5 7th Annual DULCIMER DAYS FESTIVAL sponsored by the Prairie Dulcimer 

OVERLAND PK, KS Club features workshops, folkdancing, open stage, hymn sing, jam 
sessions and concerts. Info: Harvey Prinz, 9540 Walmer, Overland 
Park, KS 66212 (913)381-3767. 


June 9-15 NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE OLD-TIME FIDDLERS ASSOCIATION is adding 
CORTEZ, CO contests for dulcimer players and other old-time instruments this 


year. Cash prizes. Info: Ann Chambers, 18101 N. US Highway 666, 
Cortez, CO 81321 (303)882-4443. 
June 10-12 The 7th Annual COSBY DULCIMER CONVENTION sponsored by the Folk Life 


COSBY, TN Center of the Smokies. Mt. and ham. dulcimers and - for the first 
time this year - harps of all varieties. Workshops and concerts. 
Info: Folk Life Center of the Smokies, P.0, Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 
(615) 487-5543. 


ninth annual 


—DULCIMER DAYS— 
May 21-22, 1983 


Don't miss this year's festive event to be conducted in 
the Lake Park Recreational Area Pavilion located within 
easy walking distance of the old-time shops and great 
restaurants of Roscoe Village. For the first time, the 
top mountain and hammered dulcimer players from the 
first seven categories will compete for the GRAND PRIZE 


in the Grand Champion Category. Plenty of campi 
motel accommodations. i! ° eee a0 


-contests  -jam sessions 


-workshops -exhibits 1 . ‘ 
Wloue 


LOCATED ON STATE ROUTE 16 NEAR 
THE JUNCTIONS OF US 36 AND OHIO ROS¢ OE VILLAGE 
83. FOR MORE INFO: Roscoe Village 


Foundation 381 Hill St., Coshocton, COSHOCTON, OHIO 


Ohio 43812. (614) 622-9315 19 


June 10-12 1st Annual COLORADO STATE DULCIMER FESTIVAL AND CONTEST features 

ESTES PARK, CO an arts and crafts festival and story telling in addition to the 
contests (mt. and ham. dulcimers). Info: Flat Mountain Dulcimer 
Co., P.O. Box 3988, Estes Park, CO 80517 (303)586-6727. 


June 18-19 The 3rd SUMMER SOLSTICE DULCIMER AND TRADITIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
BEVERLY HILLS, will be held at Greystone Park. Workshops in instrumental music, 
cA song and dance. Concerts and much more. Info: Elaine and Clark 


Weissman, 4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, CA 91356 (213)342-7664. 


June 18-19 5th Annual TRADITIONAL OLD-TIME AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL is held for 

WAYNESVILLE, OH performers and those interested early American music and instruments. 
Open stage, jamming, workshops, square dance, tune swaps. Info: Ed 
Simpkins, P.0. Box 591, Middletown, OH 45042 (513)424-7486. 


June 24-26 OLD SONGS FESTIVAL OF TRADITIONAL MUSIC AND DANCE will be held at 

ALTAMONT, NY the Altamont Fairgrounds, 8 miles west of Albany, NY. Info: (518) 
765-4193. 

July 3 Ist Annual BLUEGRASS AND FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL sponsored by Winfield 

ELEANOR, WV area Volunteer Firemen will feature concerts and jam sessions, 


Plenty of parking; campers welcome. Info: (304)757-8562. 


July 4-8 6th Annual APPALACHIAN DULCIMER PLAYING WORKSHOP at Appalachian State 

BOONE, NC University. Daily classes for beginners and intermediates, advanced 
seminars and master classes. College credit available. Info: Dr. 
William Spencer, Music Dept., ASU, Boone, NC 28608 (704)262-3021. 


July 9-10 3rd Annual DOWNEAST DULCIMER FESTIVAL on Mt. Desert Island, home 
BAR HARBOR, ME of Acadia National Park. Workshops, open stage, sales booths, 
. contra dance. Info: Eddie and Anne Damm, 118 ledgelawn, Bar 
Harbor, ME 04609 (207)288-5653. 


7tmnun COSBY _DULCIMER. 
“HARP CONVENTION 


JUNE 10-12, 1993 


IN COSBY, TENNESSEE 


AT THE rock cite cenren of me smoxies 
JEAN 8 LEE SCHILLING. DIRECTORS 


Cosay. TENNESSEE 37722 


WEEKEND ADMISSION FEE $15.00 (Includes on 
Site,” priattive,  Uent-camping privileges). 
Fee sstecl'caruration presrcing tne vagivone Oe Day Fee: $8.00. Evening Only: $4.00 
Children Under 12 and Senior Citizens: § Price 
Babes InArws FREE! Sorry. NO PETS. ADAITTED! 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS For GROUPS, FAMILIES, AND 
FOLK LIFE CENTER MEMBERS 


—THE SMOKIES RING with STRINGS — 


July 10-Aug 14 
ELKINS, WV 


July 14-17 
EVART, MI 


July 22-24 
BINGHAMTON, NY 


July 23-24 
RIO GRANDE, OH 


July 30 
BAR HARBOR, ME 


July 30-31 
ROCKFORD, IL 


llth Annual AUGUSTA HERITAGE ARTS WORKSHOP, a five week program in 
the music, dance, floklore and crafts of Appalachia. Courses avail- 
able in fretted and hammer dulcimer. Info: Augusta Workshops, 
Davis & Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241 (304)636-0006. 


Non-Electrified MUSICAL FUN FEST sponsored by the Original Dulcimer 
Players Club will be held at the 4 H-FFA Fairgrounds and will feature 
workshops, concerts and shade tree pickin’. Info: send SASE to Leora 
Goodall, 315 Maple St., Comstock Park, MI 49321. 


7th Annual CRANBERRY HAMMERED DULCIMER GATHERING at the Unitarian 
Church will have workshops (ham. and mt. dulcimer), concerts, good 
food and good times. Please note: Date mentioned in Winter DPN was 
wrong: July has 5 weekends! Info: Bob and Louise Wey, 21 Redcoat Lane, 
Plainville, MA 02762. 


OHIO VALLEY REGIONALS DULCIMER FESTIVAL at Bob Evans Farm will 
feature contests, workshops, concerts and open stage. Info: 
Dulcimer Festival, Box 330, Rio Grande, OH 45674 (614)245-5305. 


SONG OF THE SEA GAELIC MUSIC FESTIVAL will be held on the Village 
Green. Storytellers, balladeers, dancers and players of mt. and ham. 
dulcimers, harps, bodhrans, whistles, pipes and fiddles. Workshops, 
concert, dance. Info: Eddie & Anne Damm, 118 Ledgelawn, Bar Harbor, 
ME 04609 (207)288-5653. 


FOLK FESTIVAL at the Rockford Museum Center. Camping available. 
People interested in attending, playing or exhibiting music-related 
crafts please contact: Rock River Friends of Folk Music, P.0. Box 
1583, Rockford, IL 61110. 


Dulcimer Festival 


JULY 23 and 24, 1983 


A WEEKEND OF AMERICAN FOLK MUSIC! 
EVERYONE INVITED. FREE ADMISSION. 
FOR MORE DETAILS WRITE: 


DULCIMER FESTIVAL, BOX 330, RIO GRANDE, OHIO 45674 
OR CALL (614) 245-5305 


SEE YA'LL THERE 


August 4-7 8th Annual KENTUCKY MUSIC WEEKEND at the Iroquois Park. Daytime 

LOUISVILLE, KY workshops for musicians, dancers and callers, singers and storytellers. 
Evening concerts featuring Kentucky artists as well as musicians from 
other parts of the country. Info: Iroquois Amphitheatre Association, 
Box 1334, Louisville, KY 40213. 


Sept. 2-4 8th National OLD-TIME COUNTRY MUSIC CONTEST features opportunities 

AVOCA, IA to win trophies and money in many area: spoon playing, cribbage playing, 
story tellin', music playing and so forth. Info: Bob Everhart, 106 
Navajo, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 (712)366-1136. 


Sept. 9-11 14th Annual FOLK FESTIVAL OF THE SMOKIES will feature workshops for 

COSBY, TN various instruments, folk dances, games, story-telling and crafts 
and things for children. On site primitive camping, motels and 
campgrounds nearby. Info: Folk Life Center of the Smokies, P.O. Box 
8, Cosby, TN 37722 (615)487-5543. 

Sept. 15-18 12th Annual WALNUT VALLEY FESTIVAL will feature daily concerts, work- 

WINFIELD, KS shops and contests. National Mountain and Hammer Dulcimer contests 
are included. Info: Bob Redford, Walnut Valley Assoc., Box 245, 
Winfield, KS 67156 (316)221-3250. 


DON'T MISS THE SUMMER DPN for more festivals and gatherings 
happening in the latter part of the Summer and in the Fall. 


ee cia ana August 4,5,6 & 7 
1983 
Concerts Workshops Dances 


The 4 day event is sponsored by the Iroquois 
Amphitheater Assoc. and Metro Parks. Admission: 
$2 for adults and $1 for children for the evening 
concerts. The close-up concerts, workshops, dances 
and the Arts & Crafts Festival are FREE. 
INFO: Iroquois Amphitheater Assoc., c/o Metro 
Parks, P.O. Box 37280, Louisville, KY 40233, 
(502) 459-0440. 


KENTUCKY MUSIC WEEKEND ALBUM: Recorded live, 
features 14 of the finest performances at the 
Festival from 1979 to 1981. $7 by mail from the 
above address. Make checks payable to Kentucky 
Music Weekend Album. 
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classified aos 


FINELY DESIGNED HAND-CRAFTED FOLK TOYS: 
Limber Jack, Dog, Pony, Bear, Frog, Clown, 
and Lamb $10.95 each includes shipping. 
Jean's Dulcimer Shop, P.O, Box 8, Cosby, 
TN 37722. 


TABLATURE FOR APPALACHIAN DULCIMER. Also 
fiddle, claw-hammer/bluegrass banjo, and 
flatpick/fingerpick guitar. Send SASE 
for single style list or $1 for complete 
catalog plus sample tab (specify style). 
Jane Keefer, 1155 19th St., NE, Salem, 
OR 97301. 


THE KITCHEN MUSICIAN'S OCCASIONAL FOR 
HAMMER DULCIMER, FIDDLE, ETC. 12 page 
leaflets in standard notation, about 20 
tunes in each. No. 1 Waltzes and Airs; 
No. 2 Mountain Tunes (many modal tunes); 
No. 6 Jigs. $2.50 ea. postpaid. Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley, Cincinnati, 
OH 45215 


FOR SALE: Sunhearth Hammered Dulcimer 
14 course - like new - priced to sell - 
Sue Congrove, Box 4961, Hilton Head 
Island, sc 29938 (803) 838-5841 


Great: 


Black Swamp 


PICK POUCH: Sturdy (corduroy) attractive 
zipper pouch 3" x 5" with cross stitch 
dulcimer design. Holds picks, strings, 
noters, capos. $7.50 postpaid. Name, 
initials, $1 extra. Deborah Baird, 619 
Greenlawn Ave., Ft. Wayne, IN 46808. 


COTTON PRINT PADDED DULCIMER BAG: 40" 

x 11" with shoulder strap, book pocket and 
zippered accessory pocket. $12.95 includes 
shipping. Homemade from Jean's Dulcimer 
Shop, P.O. Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722 


TRAVELIN' DULCIMER: weighs under a pound, 
19" long, 6" wide, 3 strings with rosewood 
violin pegs, hondurus mahogany back and 
sides, cedar top, 12 frets. Sent $100 
plus $3.00 shipping & handling to: 
Woodsong Dulcimers, 917 Patrick Creek Rd., 
Zalispell, MT 59901 


The classified section of DULCIMER PLAYERS 
NEWS is a low cost way to reach hundreds 
of DPN readers. Classified ad rates: 30¢ 
per word, $10 minimum. A flyer on larger 
ad rates and composition is available upon 
request. 


SS | 


Many Choices! 
1. U-ce-more (lower cost) 
We-dormore (easier te buld) 
| 2. More Strings (more power) 
| Less si¥ings (easier to ture) 
3. Two Basic Models 
both with 
pane gride sprece soundboard 
‘ail-maple laminated pin blocks 


Free Catalog (allow 4-6 weeks) 
or send $1. for first class mail. 
Drawer A, Voorheesville, NY, 12186 
SROHRORRORR HHO EOHOHIOHROHOO 


lamer Festival 
Panes Eat 


FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 


Michael Wildermuth 
3160 Zurmehly Drive 
Lima, Ohio 45806 


rs; NAthSt. #¢pn 


Mpls.,MN 55401 
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PROFILE: SUMMER SOLSTICE AND DULCIMER FESTIVAL 


The entire dulcimer community is invited to Southern California this Summer. 
That's right. Out-of-towners will be met at the airport and provided with housing 
for the 3rd Annual Summer Solstice and Dulcimer Festival held at Greystone Park in 
Beverly Hills, California, June 18 and 19, 1983. 

The festival, subtitled "A Celebration of Traditional Music and Dance", features 
hands-on workshops in mountain and hammer dulcimer, with a tremendous variety of styles 
offered -- Irish, old-timey, contemporary, Elizabethan and more. Technique workshops 
for beginners through advanced deal with such subjects as fundamentals, arranging, 
playing backup and song accompaniment. All workshop leaders prepare handouts; the 
amount of free information disseminated during the festival could fill a dozen dul- 
cimer books! 

Other instrumental workshops include autoharp, Celtic harp, fiddle, mandolin, 
psaltery and many more. Other offerings -- a vast number of traditional song work- 
shops such as Balkan songs, Yorkshire songs, drinking songs, bawdy songs, sea shanties, 
women in folksong and dance of all sorts: Irish step dancing, contra dance, English 
country dance, Appalachian clogging, etc. Last year there were 35 workshops in 7 
different areas of the park per day. This year there will be twice that number. A 
concert runs continuously throughout both days, and the lovely courtyard area will 
contain a tempting array of food and craft booths. 

Last year, performers and workshop leaders included Maddie MacNeil, Seth Austen, 
Denis Murphy, Ciel Tarman, Tom McCreesh, Sylvia Woods, Holly Tannen, Ruth Barrett, 
Cyntia Smith, Randy Wilkinson, Sam Hinton, Johnny Walker, Robert Force, Al D'Ossche, 
Michael Rugg, Neal Hellman, Susan Jennings, and others too numerous to list. The 
most refreshing and wonderful aspect of this festival is the total absence of the 
"star system", but the presence of dozens of people who are indeed shing lights in 
their fields, all teaching, sharing and playing together. The audience is the per- 
former, and the performer is the audience. 


jronael, Schling, 
Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. BOX #8, HIGHWAY 32 
COSBY, TENNESSEE 37722 


Phone: (615) 487-5543 


DULCIMER PEOPLE SERVING THE NEEDS OF DULCIMER PEOPLE 


We specialize in fretted and hammered THEY'RE FINALLY HERE! 


dulcimers and everything for them -- kits 


and finished instruments by several makers, 
builders’ supplies, accessories, and nearly 
every song and playing-instruction book and 
record album in print featuring either kind 
of dulcimer, Our extensive playing-methods 
and song book-list includes a full line of 
titles for other wind and stringed folk 
instruments, and our selection of recordings 
of old-time and traditional folk music is 
one of the largest to be found anywhere. A 
goodly variety of folk-toys and hand crafts 
for gift or home use is an important part of 
our merchandise. It's all listed in our 
catalog -- just send $1.00 (which we'll 
refund with your first order) to cover the 
cost of printing and postage. 


THE DULCIMER FAIR TABLATURE AND INSTRUCTION BOOK (How To 
Play The Mountain Dulcimer -- From Simple To Advanced), by 
Leo Kretzner, is new from Crying Creek Publishers! Using 
the songs and tunes on his best-selling DULCIMER FAIR album 
(Traditional Records), Leo has written a fretted dulcimer 
instruction book covering all levels of playing skill from 
beginner's to advanced. $5.95 at your local music dealer. 


The long-awaited KEEP ON THE SUNNY SIDE with Jean and Lee 
Schilling is ready from Traditional Records! Playing on 
fretted and hammered dulcimers, Autoharp, harmonica, and 
recorder, Jean and Lee share some favorite traditional 
Southern Mountain music in their own very special performing 
style. $7.98 at your local record store. 


Or order from us -- say you saw these two titles advertized 
in THE DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS and we'll pay the postage! 


We serve the retail and wholesale music trades. Dealer inquiries are invited. 


The setting for all this activity is the exquisite Greystone Park, originally 
part of the 400-acre Doheny Rancy created by oil baron Edward L. Doheny. He built 
the mansion for his son, whose family lived there until 1955. The City of Beverly 
Hills acquired Greystone in 1964 and has since maintained the estate grounds as a 
pastoral retreat for the community. The park grounds include 16 acres of formal 
gardens, wooded areas, orchards, pools, lawns and picturesque walkways. Over 100 
species of plants from all over the world have been identified within the grounds 
and the park's natural residents include rabbits, squirrels, quail, hummingbirds, 
even an occasional deer --and they all love the music! 

This is only our 3rd year, but the growth of this festival is astonishing. The 
1981 Summer Solstice and Dulcimer Festival was a one-day affair, so successful that 
the 2nd day had to be added in 1982. This year's festival is not only doubled in 
size, but broadened considerably in scope due to a number of factors. One is the 
Proposed active involvement of the Beverly Hills Symphony, whose conductor is a 
folk music scholar. Ideas are flying through the air at our planning sessions —- 
perhaps suites of Carolan or Elizabethan tunes played by a chamber groups from the 
symphony plus dulcimers? Perhaps those of us who play classical compositions on 
dulcimer or other folk instruments will have a chance to jam informally with cellists, 
violinists, violists? Our focus is still traditional music and dance, but we're 
also beginning to stretch the boundaries a bit. 

Plans for 1984 are even more exciting. The 4th Annual Summer Solstice and 
Dulcimer Festival has been chosen by the Olympics Committee as one of their cultural 
venues. This sponsorship will of course mean international publicity for our little 
festival, which will no longer be the intimate gathering it is now. But, that's 
next year. 

Elaine and Clark Weissman, those indefatigable forces behind the Southern Cali- 
fornia traditional music scene, will be glad to furnish you with more information 
about the 3rd Annual Summer Solstice and Dulcimer Festival. Contact them at 4401 
Trancas Place, Tarzana, CA 91356 (213)342-song. (Dial the little o, not the operator 
0, please. Or try 342-7664. Harder to memorize, but easier to dial.) Be in touch 
soon, as space at Greystone Park is unfortunately limited. One additional note: 
Although the festival is bigger and better than last year, we have not raised the 
admission price! 


See you in June! JOEMY WILSON 


GOURD MUSIC PRESENTS 
Duleiner C/his, 


Dulcimer Airs, 
Ballads & Bears 

A new album 

from Kicking Mule 
recording artist 

1 Hellman, with 

help from Caswell & 
Carnahan, Susie Rothfield 
and Eric Thompson 

to name a few... $5.95 


The Dulcimer Ducts 
Songbook 
* Sampler record 
* Instructions 

a] © Backup chords 
* Over 30 arrangements 
* The tab book for 
“Dulcimer Duets” 
(KM222) 
* The perfect companion 
for the Chord Book. . . $9.95 


Additional Titles 


The Dulcimer Chord Book, 
N. Hellman 
* More than just a book of chords, 
this text will enable you to play 
along with other instruments 
$5.95 
Shippi 


ORDER FORM 
GOURD MUSIC 

BOX 585 

FELTON, CA 95018 
(408) 335-4055 
$1.00 for the first item, 
50¢ each item thereafter. 


ALL Records $5.95 


Rennaissance Dulcimer by Randy 
Wilkenson 

Fingerpicking Dulcimer by Janita Baker 
John Renbourn Group 

Rugg’s Celtic Collection by Michael Rugg 
Dulcimer Duets by Neal Hellman 


Wholesale juiries Invited 


PROFILE: BOB EVANS FARM DULCIMER FESTIVAL 


Dulcimer festivals are as unique as the types of people who play dulcimers. 

Bob Evans Farm, in Rio Grande, Ohio, believes that the popularity of this type of 
music stems from the diversity which people bring to the music. The Farm is the 
birthplace of the well-known sausage and restaurant company which bears the name 
of its founder. The weekend July festival (3rd weekend each year) is actually in 
Bob Evans' backyard, to the rear of the historic brick Homestead built in 1824. A 
large covered stage and attached "big top" tent provide the performance area while 
1100 acres of scenic southern Ohio countryside allow the festival goer to stretch 
out under a tree to enjoy the event. 

Each Summer, the Bob Evans Farms Company sponsors about 19 special weekend 
events which are open to the public and are free of charge. The Dulcimer Festival, 
like their Homesteading Days crafts weekend and the Country Music Convention, high- 
lights the arts of the Appalachian region. The Dulcimer Festival is based on a 
two-fold approach: providing a highly organized competition and offering everyone 
the opportunity to play on the "Open Concert" stage, under the shade trees, or 
within a planned workshop. There really is something for everyone, even children's 
events and separate competitions for traditional and progressive styl Families 
who play together can be honored as "The Best Dulcimer Playing Family". The Farm has 
also removed all registration fees while, for 1983, increasing prize monies to 
over $500. 

Open concerts are expanded in 1983 to include an evening program lasting until 
9 P.M. Individuals ro groups are given the chance to share their music on the stage 
without the structure of judging. 

Special guests are invited each year to highlight the event. They change each 
year as the festival attempts to expose the audience to a variety of styles and back- 
grounds. 

In the competition, three competent judges evaluate each contestant's playing 
via a very standardized set of rules. Any "bugs" of the early competition judging 
have been worked out so that for the last three years no recommended changes have 
been offered by the public or the planning committee. 

Yes, the Bob Evans Farm in Rio Grande, Ohio can be a pleasant weekend vacation 
even during the rest of the Summer. Farm staff maintain a horseback riding stable, 
cnace livery, hiking trails, and even free tours. They have grist mills, sawmills, 
sorghum mills, windmills, and of course plenty of farm animals. If you're hungry, 
there is even one of their restaurants nearby the concert stage! For information or 
a festival flyer, contact Bob Evans Farm's Dulcimer Festival, P.0. Box 330, Rio 
Grande, OH 45674. 


An album of mountain dulcimer 

music shared by good friends. 
SUSIE PETERSEN Hammered dulcimer, guitar, 

harmonica, 5-string banjo 
CAROL REICHENBACH and voca 


Selections include: Old 
Joe Clark, June Apple, Over 


feck The Waterfall, An Uncloudy 


ROBBIE DAVIS Day, Scotland the Brave... 
eee $8 Post-paid 
MIKE SCHRADER 


Kitty Paw Records 
7214 Blazier Court 
Louisville, KY 40228 
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The Macro family of 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS is growing! 


First wa pst0 


Then ame Model D312, 
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Five-Star 
Dulcimer 
‘ 
| Pegs 
Our world-famous plane- 
| tary tuners are nowavail- 
5 | able in a special design | 
for dulcimer builders and 
| players. Featuring: 
| © Traditional 4:1 gearing 
| © Permanent lubrication 
® Precision-machined 
}  nickel-plated brass 


See your dealer or contact us: 
STEWART-MACDONALD 
BOX 900, ATHENS, OHIO 45701 
Call 800-848-2273 toll-free (614)-592-3021 in Ohio 


| ox sTLBUM 


Cover 
YART 


Design: Set-up - Layout— 
‘Mechanicals_ Assembly 
Photography & Overlays for 


4-color printing 


* Calligraphy & Titles 
Front & Back 
Al artwork done cam 


t company specifications. 


RP Hie 


NH 03301 
5-7 516 


SINGLE BRIDGE 


12 courses 


14°°x30 
$225 


DOUBLE BRIDGE 16"'x36' 


$350 


$30 


Hammered Dulcimer Stands 


Hard Sheil Case 


An Interview With 
JOEMY WILSON 


by MADELINE MacNEIL 
Hillsboro, VA 


Joemy, how did you get started playing the dulcimer? 


I first encountered a mountain dulcimer at Pinewoods Camp where I had actually 
gone to do country dancing, no music. When I heard Carol Langstaff playing the 
dulcimer, I was hooked. Then I went to school in New York. I was singing and 
playing folk guitar, trying to be Joan Baez, the usual 60's stuff. My singing 
was okay but my guitar repertoire consisted of about six chords, all badly 
played. Then my singing partner got me a dulcimer as a gift. Probably a hint 
that I should leave the guitar playing to him. I enjoyed the dulcimer from 
time to time over the next several years, but it spent more time on the wall 
than in my lap. I was really concentrating on my singing during that time; 
some opera, but mainly Early Music. I was a member of the Pennsylvania Pro 
Music and groups like that. 


What got you back to the dulcimer? 


I guess it was the Bicentennial. I lived in Philadelphia at the time and was 
singing around town a lot. Several people said, "Don't you play some weird 
traditional American instrument?", so I added the dulcimer to my programs. My 
musical horizons broadened considerably that year when I met my husband, Jon 
Harvey, who is a mime. We began performing together, separate sets at first, 
then we began creating pieces we could do together. 


That's fascinating. How do a mime and a dulcimer player work together? 


It was quite a challenge. In one of our pieces, for instance, I sing "Send 
In The Clowns" and he does a very sensitive mime story about a clown backstage 
who is having trouble with his love relationship. Another early piece was 
“The Burglar and The Folksinger". Jon comes in and burglarizes my apartment 
while I'm practicing. When I finally notice him I figure he's my new singing 
partner just joking around, and I get him to sing - in mime, of course, It's 
one of our first and funniest pieces. 


How do you go about creating your pieces now? 


We toss ideas back and forth. Sometimes I have a tune I want to play, and I 
say, "Does this evoke any sort of movement or mime story?" Or he'll say, 

"I have an idea about such-and-such. Can you think of some music you could 
play with it?" We now have about three hours of good material and can choose 
any given program from that, depending on the audience. 


Where do you perform? 


Colleges, schools, community arts organizations, festivals. Places like coffee 
houses and house concerts don't as a rule have enough space for Jon to work in, 
so we usually play in a more theatrical setting than a dulcimer player would 
normally be found in. This is exciting for me, as many times people will come 
backstage and tell me how much they enjoyed hearing instruments they would not 
necessarily have been exposed to before. They came to see a pantomime concert, 
but fell in love with the dulcimer too! I like to think that many of those 
people then make a point of hearing more folk music. We've toured Alaska four 
times and have played some colleges in Puerto Rico. For a couple of years we 
were Artists-in-Residence at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC doing perfor- 
mances and workshops with kids. 


Tell us about that. 29 


We wrote a mime and music play, a loose modern adaptation of Dickens’ "A 
Christmas Carol". Scrooge was three selfish kids. The Christmas ghosts were 
represented by kids playing street mimes that the three selfish kids had seen. 
The ghosts later appeared to rebuke the selfish kids in their dreams. The kids 
did such a good job. I wrote some Christmas bell-type music for the hammer 
dulcimer - the perfect instrument for ‘that kind of music! 


So you play hammer dulcimer too. 


Yes. I added that to our show a couple of years ago. It's really expanded my 
ability to create background music for Jon's mime pieces. Basically my approach 
to it is, it's a simplified piano, so there's absolutely nothing that can't be 
played on it. Of course that's not true, but it's a great working assumption, 
and makes me open to a lot of possibilities on this glorious instrument, 

whether or not I can actually achieve them. Most of the music I play on the 
hammer dulcimer is traditional American or British Isles, but occasionally 

I'll adapt a movie theme or pop song or something for Jon to work with. I've 
just worked out Satie's Gymnopodie #1. It's a gorgeous piece of music, but an 
absolute killer. It sounds so hauntingly, sadly, mysteriously perfectly 

right on the dulcimer, as if it were written for it. But not one single note 

is anywhere near another one. It's one of those pieces I have to practice 
constantly to be able to get through at all. 


Tell us about your new album. 


I'm so glad you asked. It's called "DARGASON: A DULCIMER SAMPLER". Dargason 
is the English Country Dance tune that opens the record. Most of the music is 
traditional British Isles, but there's also “Ragtime Annie", a classical piece, 
a Boccherini string quintet movement that I arranged for two dulcimer parts and 
cello, and an original tune called "Planxty Squire and Lady Norfolk", that's 
strongly influenced by my love for Carolan's music. There are several Carolan 
tunes as well. My concept of the album was to show different facets of the 
dulcimer within some sort of artistic unity, and for the songs to present a 
positive image of women in traditional song. 


You mentioned a cello. What other instruments are on DARGASON? 


I play hammer dulcimer on three cuts. There's also fiddle, flute, whistle, 
Celtic harp I was really lucky to have so many terrific musicians to work 
with, The traditional music scene in southern California is staggeringly vital. 
I was able to call Sylvia Woods to do some exquisite harp tracks, Miamon Miller, 
the director of the Aman International Folk Ensemble, to play beautiful fiddle 
on the album, Ruth Barrett to sing with me, and all the others. This isn't just 
Tinseltown after all! I was happy to find Scott Fraser who was a perfect 
engineer for the album. I can't wait to do the next one! 


What other future plans do you have? 


se Tecoma vee rc eee THE APPALACHIAN 


camagias Llcdamoneeion DULCIMER 


‘Unique gutar fingerpicking (on lap) and feted 
BOOK 


COngnal song. instrumental and contemporary 
yegements of traditional material 


(oh ttn Cat) 
Dulcimer Madey 
Time to Love Agwn WC \Gyroid 
When | Have Seen 
a Gyroid Records 
batted PO Box 1503. Dee. DP 
Dulcimer tab for some cuts, and dulcimer chord chart also available. Palo Alto, Cal. 94302 


Joemy: 


I want to keep doing what I'm doing and to grow as an 
artist. That alone is a massive challenge. This is 
a discouraging time, when the role of the artist in 
our society is so devalued, so seemingly disposable. 
But it's precisely during such times that the artist 
is most desperately needed! And the artistic impulse 
or creative urge, or soul, or whatever you want to 
call it, within each one of use has to emerge, has to 
speak out against the twisting of values that is 
happening to our society now--the premise that stock- 
piling weapons more destructive than humanly con- 
ceivable should take precedence over people's needs 
to be fed, housed and educated in a safe environment. 
Nobody who is in touch with her/his creativity could 
possibly believe such an absurdity. We must all 
delve into our souls for resources to survive in a 
society that accepts such absurdities and turn them 
around. For me, the dulcimer is a major vehicle for 
delving into myself. It's such an accessible instru- 
ment. I've heard children produce such lovely 

sounds from it right away, and then look up at me 
with big grins. "My fingers make music?", said my 
3-year-old nephew in wonder. If everybody's fingers 
made music, or painted or carved or whatever, maybe 
we'd begin to get our values into some saner place. Am I saying that the dulcimer can 
save the world? Maybe a little part of it. That would be a lot for such a simple 
little instrument, don't you think? 


AND SONGBOOK.... 


By Larkin Bryant 


For Beginning and Intermediate 
Dutcimer Players 


Sook (103 pages. spiral bound) $8.95 
Cassette (74 minutes) $7.96 
Both $15.95 $1.00 postage & handling 


IVORY PALACES MUSIC 
3141 Spottswood Memphis. TH 38111 


Larkin’s Dulcimer Book combines over 30 of her whimsical illustrations with her arrange- 
ments of 23 traditional tunes (including 7 duets), step-by-step instructions, examples and 
Charts. 

Acompanion cassette is keyed to the book and features Larkin performing all the songs up 
to tempo as well as playing all the songs and examples at a practice tempo. 

“This book ts the next best thing to having an instructor present, whether you are a pure 
novice or looking for help in more advanced techniques.” 


31 —Elliott Hancock, Ozark Folk Center 


My husband obtained "Rounding The Horn" from Tom Luke, who recorded the 
song with a Danish group called Paddy Doyles in Copenhagen during the 1970's. 
According to their information, there were two English ships called the Amphri- 
trite, one of which was engaged in South American trade which meant sailing the 
long and dangerous voyage around Cape Horn. The story that the song tells, as 
you can see, is both tragic and humorous, with a bit of nautical history and 
geography thrown in - what you'd call a prize sea chanty. "Rounding The Horn" 
which is usually played a bit peppier than most sea ballads, has been arranged 
here for duet dulcimer at a slower pace to accomodate, not only the beautiful 
melody that is hidden at a faster tempo, but also shows how the two dulcimer 
styles (fingerpicking and strumming) compliment each other. When playing as a 
duet, remember not to overpower the other player especially the fingerpicker. 
Learn to listen to one another and blend. If you don't have a live partner, try 
mechanical one. Play a duet with yourself via your handy cassette recorder. 
If you want to sing the melody, try using the 2nd dulcimer part as an accom- 
paniment. Hope you enjoy the song as much as I do. 


LA RAYE CUNNINGHAM 
Marshall, NC 


— 


Minas ane 
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When we arrived in Rio we prepared for heavy gal! 
We set up all our riggin’ boys and then the nor 
Prom ships and ‘they cheered us as we did 
And wished us pleasant weather in rounding of Cape Horn. 


While beating off Magellan Straits it blew exceeding hard 
wy shoreman says two gallant tars fell from the topsail yard 

In angry seas the ropes we threw from their poor hands was torn 

We were forced to leave them to the sharks that prowl around Cape Horn. 


When we got down the Horn me boys we had some glorious days 
‘anchor as our keel lay drift in Valpariso Bay 
retty girls came down in flocks they solemnly declared 
far above the Plymouth girls with the long and curly hair, 
love a jolly sailor when he spends hi. 
11 laugh and eing and merry merry be and have a jovial spree 
And when the money ‘1 gone, they won't on you impos 
‘They're nothing like the Plymouth girls who will pawn and sell your clothes. 
Farewell to Valpariso and farewell for awhile 
Likewise to all those Spanish girls from off the coast of Gile: 
And if ever I live to be paid off I'll sit and sing this song 
God bless those pretty Spanish girls we left around Cape Horn. 


KICKING MULE HOME DULCIMER TUTOR 


Teach Yourself to Play the Dulcimer 


12 1/2-Hour Lessons on 6 Cassette Tapes 
Note-for-Note Instructions for Over 30 Popular Folk Tunes 


by PETER TOMMERUP 


From tuning your dulcimer for the first time, to fingerpicking and flatpicking 
tunes, this course takes you note for note, technique by technique, through the 
entire process of learning to make music with it. Created by a teacher with 
years of experience in teaching beginners, the 12 lessons come with over 100 
pages of text, supplementary clinics on new techniques, and tab for the nore 
than 30 songs taught on the tapes. No other instruction series on the market 
begins to approach this one. 


Tape 1-GettingsStarted: styles, tuning the dulcimer. Tape 2-Beginning to Pla: 
reading tab, strums, 1/8the notes, back beat. Tape 3-More Sophisticated Arrange- 
ments, A 6 B parts, lead-in notes, streamlining your fingering. Tape 4-Fiddle 
Tunes. Tape S-More Fiddle Tunes 4 Flatpicking. Tape 6-Fingerpicking. 


Any one tape with written materzals: $12.50, Set of 6 tapes with over 100 pages 
of tab and written materials, in a binder: regular list $75, tntroductory 
Special: $60. 


Available at your local dul¢imer dealer, or “from KICKING MULE RECORDS § BOOKS, 
POB 158, ALDERPOINT CA 95411 USA. Ask for a free catalog of over 100 dulcimer, 
guitar and banjo albums and tab books. 
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DULCIMER PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
IN STOCK 


WOODEN FRICTION PEGS 


HARDSHELL CASE 


— Ebony $2.00 


— Birch $1.25 


i— Rosewood $1.80 


GENUINE DULCIMER PEGS 
with Heavier Button Heads 
(not violin pegs) 

BONE NUTS 

1-1/2" x 5/16" x 3/16" — 
BONE SADDLES 

3/4" x 1/2" x 118" — 

PLUCKED DULCIMER PLANS — 


$1.30 


$1.05 
$4.75 


—— 


+ PLUSH LINED KEY LOCKED 
with Pick Compartment 
Inside size 3-1/8" x 8-1/8" x 36° 
$63.50 
CHIPBOARD CASE 
Inside size 3-1/2" x 7-1/2" x 36-1/2° 
$17.50 


+ FRET WIRE $1.00/ft 


HAMMERED DULCIMER PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


* TUNING PINS Fine threaded nickel 
nickel plated 15¢ ea. $12.00/c 
* WOODEN HANDLED T WRENCH 
sets on pin every 45° $6.30 ea 


+ STRING PINS 3/16" Dia. x 1° string 
goove. nickel plated steel 18¢ ea. $15,00/c 


+ CHROMATIC PITCH PIPE 
13 tones all flats & sharps $6.98 ea. 


+ PIANO WIRE 012, 016, .018, 020, .024 — $9.00/.8 oz. 


BOOKS 


Dukimer Book Jean Ritchie 
+ Dukimer People Jean Richie 
Appalachian Dukimer Book Murphy 
Dulcimer Songbook: Hetiman 
Lies tke a Mt, Dulcimer Heiman 
{Search of the Wild Dulcimer. Heiman 
Pictures. Poems & Dulcimer Pieces. Roth 
+ Richard Farina Dulcimer Book 
Moods of the Dulcimer: Hughes 
Cripple Creek Dulcimer: Ford 
nish Dulcimer Homnboste! 
The Ducimer Chord Book: Hetiman 
Dulcimer fidaie Tunes. Homboste: 
lui Music for Mt Dulcimer 
+ Dukimer Chord Encyclopedia Major 
Hammered Dukimer Pikow 
+ Hammered Dulcimer: Hughes 
Hammered Dulcimer Compendium 


* Prices subject to change * 
We ship promptly * Since 1966 


We also have Irish Harps, 


+The Fest Few Words: Roth 

Dulcimer Songs & Solos Clayton 
Dulcimer instrumental Album Roth 
Roth Dulcimer Man 
The Living Breathing Wind Roth 
Kevin Roth Sings & Plays the Dulcimer 
Women Kevin Roth 
Kevin Roth: New Wind 
Somebody Gave me Direction -Roth 
‘Seeds of Love Andrew Summers 
The Russel Family 
resh Produce Hickory Wind 

*+ Take Care of Yourselt: Mary Fath Rhodes 
Thee Forks of Cheat Trapezoid 

+ Crossing Devits Bridge Hickory Wind 
Now & Then: Trapezold 
Oxner Side of the Mountain Roth 


The Appatachian Dulcimer” Ritchie 
New Ways to Play Mt Dukimer Roth 
Learn to Rdale Country Style Vol! 
Fddier's Companion Vol. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 


Hammered and Plucked Dulcimers. 


Concertinas, and Woods and more 


Parts for builders and hobbyists. 
Please state requests. 


Minimum order $5.00 
Over $50.00 — 5% Discount 
Over $100.00 — 10% Discount 
Include $2.00 for shipping 


CALL OR WRITE 


BUCK MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENT PRODUCTS 


40 E. SAND ROAD 
NEW BRITAIN, PA 18901 
215-345-9442 


men. | 
1st Annual 


Bluegrass 
& Folk Music 
Festival 


Sunday July 3, 1983 
10 am - ? 


Putnam County Park 
Eleanor, West Virginia 
(approx. 15 miles west of 
Charleston, West Virginia) 
Access by State Route 35 


Featuring.. 
WILMA LEE COOPER 


Featuring....... 
WILMA LEE COOPER 
CLINCH MOUNTAIN CLAN 
MAC WISEMAN 


JIMMY MARTIN & THE SUNNY 
MOUNTAIN BOYS 


THE GOLDEN GRASS 


plus other Bluegrass 
and folk music groups. 


DULCIMERS WELCOME! 


Plenty of parking, 
Campers welcome. 


Come early, stay late 


Sponsored by Winfield, wv 
area Volunteer Fire Depts. 


Tickets at the gate or 
by mail. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 
CALL: (304) 757-8562 
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DID YOU BORROW THIS ISSUE FROM A FRIEND? 


If so, perhaps it's time to get your own subscription. 
Four times a year we'll visit you, bringing news, tunes, 


interviews and good wishes. 


United States $8 (1 yr.) $15 (2 yrs.) 


Canada, Mexico $10 


Other Countries, surface mail $12 


Other Countries, air mail $16 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 


P.O, Box 2164 


Winchester. VA 22601 


© Branches Music 


Roots 


NEW BOOK 


APPALACHIAN FIDDLE TUNES 
FOR FINGERSTYLE GUITAR 
Seth Austen 

Companion to Kicking Mule 
Album by the same name. 
$4.95 

NEW ALBUM 

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY: 
CHRISTMAS MUSIC FOR 
HAMMER DULCIMER AND 
VOICE Kicking Mule 
Records 

Madeline MacNeil with 
Sam Rizzetta, R. P. Hale, 
Seth Austen, Frances 
Averitt and Carolers 


Available: May, 1983 

$7.00 

ROOTS AND BRANCHES MUSIC 
P.O. Box 2164 


Winchester, VA 22601 


FINE ALBUMS. 


YE BANKS AND BRAES 

Madeline MacNeil and Seth Austen 

Fretted and hammered dulcimers, guitar and 
voice. Dancing at Whitsun, Summertime, 


OCarolan'’s Draught. 


APPALACHIAN FIDDLE TUNES 

FOR FINGERSTYLE GUITAR 

(Kicking Mule) Seth Austen 

Redwing Ragtime Annie, Sandy River Belle, 
Mine Own House, Flop-Eared Mule 


MANY BUTTERFLIES 

Madeline MacNeil and Friends 

Fretted and hammered dulcimer, guitar and 
many voices. Planxty Irwin, Ash Grove, Many 
Butterflies 


‘STRAWBERRY FAIR 

(Traditional Records) Madeline MacNeil 

Fretted dulcimer and voice. All Through The 
Night, Month of Maying Dona Nobis Pacem 


ROAD O'ER THE RAINBOW 

‘Seth Austen 

Fingerstyle guitar with dulcimer and pen- 
aywhistle. Sweet Georgia Brown, Return of the 
Pink Panther, O'Carolan's Concerto. 


Each Album $7.00 
Please Include 81 postage, $1.50 for 2 or more. 


FINE BOOKS 


‘SINGING WITH THE 

APPALACHIAN DULCIMER 

(Crying Creek) 

Madeline MacNeil 

Fourteen songs arranged for fretted dulcimer, 
several with countermelodies and harmonies 
35.95 


INSTRUCTION FOR THE 

BEGINNING DULCIMER PLAYER 

Madeline MacNeil 

Step-by-step instruction for tuning, strumming. 
reading tablature and playing the {rettea 
dulcimer. $5.00 


IRISH MUSIC ARRANGED FOR FINGER. 
STYLE GUITAR 

Seth Austen 

A collection of traditional Irish fiddle, bagpipe 
and harp tunes arranged for guitar, complete 
with variations and back-up styles. $5.00 


HOW TO BUILD A HAMMERED 
DULCIMER 

Phillip Mason 

Step-by-step instruction plus sources for 
materials $4.00 


Please Include $1.00 for postage Virginia 
residents add 4% sales tax 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
PO. Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22601 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


Mail To: 


SUBSCRIBERS: If your mailing label is dated 
2/83, that means Spring 1983 - and your subscrip- 
tion ends with this issue. Time to renew! 


A seer’ | 


Spring Also Means 


DULCIMER FESTIVALS! 


Events Calendar Inside 


